The Coming of the Friars

made the residence of the first bishop of Oxford.
After his death it was purchased by Sir Thomas
White, and by him converted into a hall for the use
of his College of S. John. Gloucester Hall, now
become S. John Baptist Hall, after a chequered career,
was refounded and endowed in 1714 as Worcester
College out of the benefaction of Sir Thomas Cookes.
In the latter half of the eighteenth century the hall,
library and chapel were built and the beautiful gardens
of " Botany Bay " were acquired.

The Benedictines also held Durham Hall, on the
site of the present Trinity College, having secured a
property of about ten acres with a frontage of about 50
feet (including Kettell Hall) on Broad. Street, and
500 feet on the " Kingis hye waye of Bewmounte."
It was here that Richard de Bury, Bishop of Durham,
founded the first public library in Oxford. Bury had
studied at Oxford and was the tutor of Edward III.;
statesman and churchman, he was above all things a
book-lover. He had more books, it is recorded, than
all the other bishops put together and, wherever he was
residing, so many books lay about his bed-chamber
that it was hardly possible to stand or move without
treading upon them. In the Philobiblon the bishop
describes his means and methods of collecting books.
In the course of his visitations he dug into the disused
treasures of the monasteries, and his agents scoured the
Continent for those "sacred vessels of learning."
The collection of books so made he intended for the
use of scholars, not merely for himself alone.

"We have long cherished in our heart of hearts," he
writes, "the fixed resolve to found in perpetual charity a
hall in the reverend University of Oxford, and to endow it
with the necessary revenues, for the maintenance of a
number of scholars; and, moreover, to enrich the hall with
the treasures of our books, that all and every one of them
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